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personal narrative              S2015  
 
 My professional interests revolve around American history, black Angeleno history, historic preservation and 
cultural tourism in Southern California. Recently, I did very rewarding pro-bono consulting work with partnerships of 
Heal the Bay, Santa Monica College and the Black Surfers Collective with marketing partners of the Santa Monica 
Conservancy, the California Historical Society, the Black Underwater Explorers and other groups. I introduced the lead 
organizations to each other and facilitated their staffs’ work together on Nick Gabaldón Day 2013 and a new site for 
Coastal Cleanup Day and CoastWeeks activities in 2012, 2013 and 2014 to meet their common and divergent 
objectives. 
 
 Both programming efforts were a celebration of California seaside, cultural and historical heritage, and 
outreach to promote historical studies, surfing, ocean stewardship, community action and cultural tourism by leveraging 
partners’ expertise and, or resources in programming and marketing to meet their respective organizational goals to 
educate and engage broader audiences. The principal programming site was at the historical African American beach 
site at Bay Street in Santa Monica, California sometimes called the "Inkwell." This cultural and natural resource site 
programming featured the complexities of human history and experiences. The activities encouraged wider audience 
knowledge attainment in both heritage and nature conservation by offering a critical dimension beyond beauty, rarity 
and environmental protection. Directly and indirectly, this programming supported local businesses and tourism 
promotional activities, and arts and cultural programs.  
 
 I am a doctoral candidate at the University of California, Santa Barbara (UCSB) in the fields of Public History 
and American History. My dissertation examines how African Americans pioneered leisure in California, the “frontier of 
leisure,” through their attempts to create communities and business projects at particular sites, in conjunction with the 
growing African American population of Southern California during the nation’s Jim Crow era, and how these sites are 
remembered today. My research extends the narrative of the African American experience by expanding the 
examination of the struggle for leisure and public space for all within the long civil rights movement. 
 
 Before beginning my studies at UCSB from 2009, I held the position of historian/historic preservation 
consultant at Historic Resources Group in Hollywood, California. I drew on my regional history expertise to execute 
literature and on-site research to document and evaluate historic resource sites, and to write various types of technical 
and cultural resource reports, landmark nominations and interpretative material content. Prior to returning to graduate 
school to earn my master’s degree at the University of Southern California, I worked as a marketing and public 
relations consultant for a business improvement district in downtown Los Angeles, the Figueroa Corridor Partnership 
(FCP). I executed strategies and developed new working partnership relationships between public, private and 
community organizations to promote cultural tourism programs, economic development and community pride. Earlier in 
my professional life, I was employed in marketing, research and administrative capacities at several entertainment 
companies, and in the equity investment industry. 
 
 My research as a professional in employment, civic activism and scholarly settings has been used in the 
service to my community in many ways, and will continue to be used in this manner in the future. My research has 
resulted in numerous public history programs, including museum exhibitions, oral history interview research, lectures, 
the creation of commemorative monuments and documentary films, including as: co-curator on the “Intersections of 
South Central Los Angeles: People and Places in Historic and Contemporary Photographs” exhibit at the California 
African American Museum and co-writer of the exhibit catalog (2006); designation of Phillips Chapel, a 100-year-old 
African American church a Landmark in the City of Santa Monica (2005); creator of the text for the monument plaque 
marking a Santa Monica, Jim Crow era African American beach site, “The Inkwell: A Place of Celebration and Pain” 
(2008); and featured historian in the documentary movies, “White Wash” (2011) and “12 Miles North: The Nick 
Gabaldón Story” (2012).  
 
 I authored the Southern California Quarterly article entitled “African American Leisure Space in Santa Monica: 
The Beach Sometimes Known as the ‘Inkwell,’ 1900s-1960s” (Summer/July 2009) and I have written articles for 
popular media outlets. I earned a Master of Historic Preservation (2007) at the University of Southern California in 
Los Angeles. I have a Bachelor of Arts in Sociology from Pomona College in Claremont, California.  


